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Today’s weather 


A snow 


a PA shower. 


High: 18 
Low: 7 


Sunday: Frigid, 20 | 10 
Monday: Snow, 29 | 10 


Weather report, A2 


Metro<State 


Amish man seeks release 
in beard-cutting case 
Amish bishop Sam Mullet is 
asking the Cleveland federal 
judge who sent him to prison 
to overturn his convictions for 
orchestrating a series of beard 
and hair-cutting attacks on his 
enemies. A4 


Governor’s race: Dayton 
Mayor Nan Whaley drops out 
of the Democratic primary 
for governor, throwing her 
support behind Richard 
Cordray. A4 


Nation&World 


Trump cancels London 
trip to open embassy 
President Donald Trump 
has called off a planned 
ceremonial visit to Britain 
because he doesn’t want to 
be associated with what he 
called a bad real estate deal 
that moved the embassy to 
an “off location.” AG 


Women’s rights: Friday 
marked the first time that 
women have been allowed 
to attend a game at a public 
stadium in Saudi Arabia. AG 


Retailers have best 
holiday season in years 
Americans spent more than 
expected this holiday season, 
fueling the strongest growth 
in holiday retail sales since 
the end of the Great Reces- 
sion. A8 


Forum 


Can ward money be spent 
anywhere council wants? 
Opinion: Is TJ Dow, a just-de- 
parted Cleveland city council- 
man, entitled to send more 
than $700,000 dedicated for a 
project in his ward to another 
ward? Our editorial board 
weighs in. A12 


Sports 


Jackson makes changes 
on Browns coaching staff 


Hue Jackson has overhauled 
his coaching staff that went 
0-16 this season, parting ways 
with his two of his three co- 
ordinators and adding two 
assistants from his past. B1 


Diversions 


Orchestra starts season 
with Mahler's farewell 


Review: The Cleveland Or- 
chestra’s performance of 
Mahler’s Symphony No. 9 
comes as a welcome and 
stirring experience, one that 
will linger in the mind long 
after the snow melts. P1 


cleveland.com 


A visual history of the 
Cleveland Play House 


More than 100 
years after it was 
founded, the ven- 
erable Cleveland 
Play House is still one of the 
most iconic and enduring 
cultural symbols in Northeast 
Ohio. See the photo gallery at 
cleveland.com/entertainment 
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Outrage over Trump's 
immigrant 


Renaccl 
defends 


president's 
comments 


SABRINA EATON 
seaton @cleveland.com 


WASHINGTON — U.S. 
Rep. Jim Renacci’s effort 
to align himself with Pres- 
ident Donald Trump in his 
run for U.S. Senate on Fri- 
day included defending 
divisive remarks about 
immigrants that Trump 
made this week during a 
bipartisan White House 
meeting on immigration 
reform. 

According to multiple 
news reports, during the 
meeting Trump asked, 
“Why are we having all 
these people from shithole 
countries come here?” 
when referring to immi- 
grants from Haiti, El Sal- 
vador and Africa. 


International condemnation 


ASSOCIATED PRESS 
U.S. Rep. Jim Renacci 
on Friday defended 
President Donald 
Trump’s remarks on 
immigrants. 


Renacci — who on 
Thursday announced his 


Republican campaign i 
for the U.S. Senate seat | 


held by Democrat Sher- 


rod Brown — defended } 
Trump’s comments in a | 


Friday morning television 
interview with FoxNews’ 
Brian Kilmeade. 


SEE RENACCI | A7 


remar 


House Dems say they plan 
to seek censure of president 


' ANNE GEARAN 
! AND Ep O'KEEFE 
Washington Post 


i WASHINGTON — President 
! Donald Trump’s comments 
: about African countries 
i and Haiti drew condem- 
: nation from around the 
: world Friday, putting the 
: White House and Repub- 
i licans on the defensive 
! while casting doubt on 
: hopes of resolving dis- 
: putes in the coming weeks 
: over immigration legisla- 
: tion. 

i  Inatweet Friday, Trump 
: seemed to deny using the 
term “shithole” to refer 
: to some countries during 
' a private White House 
meeting Thursday, but 
acknowledged he used 
: “tough” language during 
: the negotiations. Among 
: Republicans, there were 
i differing responses to 
: the comments, but few of 


EVAN VUCCI | ASSOCIATED PRESS 
President Donald Trump pauses Friday during an event honoring the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. His 
remark Thursday about immigrants brought a backlash from around the world. 


them outright condemned 
his remarks. 

The lone Democrat pres- 
ent for the Oval Office en- 
counter said that Trump’s 
denial was false and the 
president “said things 
that were hate-filled, vile 
and racist.” 

“T cannot believe that in 
the history of the White 
House, in that Oval Office, 
any president has ever 
spoken the words that I 
personally heard our presi- 
dent speak yesterday,” Sen. 
Richard Durbin, Democrat 
of Illinois, told reporters. 

In a sign that the outcry 
over Trump’s remarks are 
unlikely to abate quickly, 
senior House Democrats 
said that they planned 
next week to introduce a 
resolution censuring the 
president for his com- 
ments. 


SEE TRUMP | A7 


Charter school 


12,000 
students 
may need 
aschool 


Home districts plan 
for ECOT’s demise 


PATRICK O’DONNELL 
paodonnell@ plaind.com 


If the ECOT online char- 
ter school shuts down next 
week, it will leave 12,000 
students without a school 
and — quite possibly — 
dropped in the laps of their 
home school districts. 

Including yours. 

The Electronic Classroom 
of Tomorrow (ECOT), the 
largest charter school in 
Ohio, isn’t a typical charter 
school that has a few hun- 
dred students in a neighbor- 
hood school building. It’s a 
massive operation that has 
students from across Ohio 
taking classes at home by 
computer. 

If ECOT were a school 
district, its 12,000 students 
would make it the 14th-larg- 
est out of more than 600 in 
the state. Here in Northeast 
Ohio, only the Cleveland and 
Akron schools have more 
students. Even 10,000-stu- 
dent Parma is smaller, and 
districts like Berea, Medina 
and Lorain are only about 
half its size. 

But because a funding bat- 
tle with the state has put the 
school in a financial “death 
spiral,” the school’s sponsor 
and oversight agency could 
pull the plug by the end of 
this month. Students would 
then have to pick another 
charter school, drop out or 
end up at their home school 
districts by default — all in 
the middle of a school year. 

About 95 percent of Ohio’s 
600-plus school districts have 
students at ECOT and could 
be affected, state records 
show. For many, it’s a small 
matter, with only one or two 
students enrolled at the on- 
line school, and often not 
even for a whole school year. 

But for others, large num- 
bers of students are involved. 
The Columbus schools have 
more than 1,200 students 
at ECOT today, for example, 
while Cleveland has more 
than 800. Districts like 
Parma and Elyria each have 
about 120 students at ECOT. 


SEE ECOT | A10 


Winter storm 


GUS CHAN | THE PLAIN DEALER 
Chunks of ice fill banks of the Chagrin River near Lakeshore Boulevard in 
Eastlake on Friday, pushed there by high water from rains and melting snow. 


Rollercoaster temps dip again 


JUSTIN MADDEN 
jmadden @cleveland.com 


Freezing rain, snowfall 
and flooding caused head- 
aches for travelers across 
Northeast Ohio Friday. 

Crashes were reported 


in Cleveland, Lakewood, 
Avon and parts of Sum- 
mit County. Flooding and 
accidents caused lanes on 
Interstates 90 and 480 to 
close. 

Rain combined with 
melting snow caused the 


Vermilion River to rise and 
initiated a flood warning 
for western Lorain County 
and Erie County until today 
from the National Weather 
Service. 


SEE STORM | AS 


Gerrymandering 


GOP fix for districting 
falls short, critics say 


RicH EXNER 
reaner @cleveland.com 


Republicans in the state 
legislature are fine-tuning 
a plan they say would im- 
prove the way congressional 
districts are drawn in Ohio. 

Democrats aren’t con- 
vinced. 

And leaders of a citizen-fu- 
eled petition drive aimed at 
allowing Ohioans to vote 
on their version of reform 
say the GOP plan is so bad 
that it could motivate peti- 
tion collectors to work even 
harder. 

Sen. Matt Huffman of 
Lima said the plan he first 
outlined publicly on Wednes- 
day could be formally intro- 
duced in the Senate next 
week, with passage possible 
in time to place the proposal 
on the May ballot — ahead of 
the separate citizens petition 
effort that cannot go to the 
ballot until November. 


His GOP colleague on a 
redistricting working group, 
Rep. Kirk Schuring of Can- 
ton, said he hopes feedback 
could lead to an agreement 
with their Democratic coun- 
terparts, Rep. Jack Cera of 
Bellaire and Sen. Vernon 
Sykes of Akron. 

Here are some key ques- 
tions and answers on the 
issue: 


Q: Would the plan remove 
political hands from the map 
drawing? 

A: No. 

Huffman said he believes 
the map-drawing should be 
the work of the legislature. 

Excluding the Ohio leg- 
islature received no serious 
consideration, though other 
states such as Arizona, Cal- 
ifornia and Iowa have re- 
moved elected leaders from 
the work. 


SEE DISTRICTS | A10 
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